ST CHARLES BORROMEO PARISH COUNCIL
May 13, 2026 – feast of Our Lady of Fatima
Present: Fr Tom, Don Clemmer, Pam Bennett, Cynthia Crosby, Katie Eckrich, Joe Eifrid, Tony Hasselschwert, Jared Hoy, Stephen Jahrsdoerfer, Mike O’Neil, Dennis Redding, Tes Sanderlin, Matt Smith, Jerry Witte, Deacon Rob Lortie

1. Calendar presented for 2026/27 meetings.  
2. St. Joseph dinner – Next one in July, Cathy and Cheryl are organizing.
3. Wed. Coffee and Donuts – May 27 set for next date
4. Parish exchange – Note for action by Fr Tom later
5. Seminarian Mason Bailey May 18-July 27 – originally from Precious Blood, a couple years of seminary done, was one of those who accompanied Blessed Sacrament cross country ahead of Eucharistic Congress
6. Fr Bobby party, June 14, 12 pm – Sunday before transfers go into effect
7. June 7 (Corpus Christi Sunday) will be first Masses for Fr. Sam and Fr. Noah following their ordinations.  The parish made gift of helping them with their chalices. It’s historic to have two parishioners on the same day.
8. Fr Drew Curry will arrive June 16 – Now in Auburn, previously Churubusco, Ege, Precious Blood, North Manchester, St EAS; Steubenville for college, taught at Dwenger; deeply prayerful person, musician, into healing prayer ministry, creative innovator
9. Parish visiting committee – One of a few new initiatives about to begin; idea is to have more visitors going into nursing homes and senior facilities.
10. Holy Hour for Vocations, 7 pm, Wed., May 27 – Diocese used to do monthly holy hour at Guerin Chapel.  The Solanus Casey Society is suggesting parish holy hours instead.  Our parish will be the first.
11. Summit Awakening May 29-31 – young adult retreat (college and just after) done annually, organized by young people; about 110 people lined up for this; will be in school building, sleeping on classroom floors; team is going to be organized and staying in their own wing, giving witness talks, participating in Adoration, etc. Question of if they’d be open to have KofC provide a meal.
12. Carillon – Our new carillon system is up and running after a lapse of several years.  We can ring bells, play hymns over outside speakers.  Speakers have been relocated and the sound is much better than our previous system.
13. Parish Council party will be held June 10 at 6 pm in the rectory.  Dinner and a game are planned.  We will invite outgoing council members as well as our newly-discerned members.
14. Borromeo Center updates – Meeting this morning at Design Collaborative to look at door hardware, flooring, bathroom tile, tinted window glass, etc.  The architects are optimistic that we can finish plans, gather bids from contractors, and obtain diocesan approvals in time for groundbreaking in early fall.  The building would then be completed in spring of 2027.   The final result will result in a loss of six parking spaces, but we will likely lose more parking for the staging area during construction. The land will be recontoured, with a large dry drainage area behind the rectory, 8 feet deep.  Many trees will be lost as the land is contoured; we will replant.
15. Signage:
a.  No exterior signs currently have the word “Catholic.”  It would be easy to add “Catholic Church” under the present “St. Charles Borromeo” above the chapel door on Reed.
b. We would like to have campus maps available for those who are lost.  It would make sense to have one in each parking lot, large enough to be read from a car, with “You are here” marking.  Could we add a QR code?
c.  It would be good to replace some of our old signage so that signs match.
d.  We need a sign in the Gathering Space to direct people to Reconciliation Rooms in the chapel.  It would be simplest to program that information on our electronic screens. 
16. Discernment of new members: 
a. Seven current members cycling off: Don (4), Jared (4), Katie (4), Cathy (4), Dennis (3), Stephen (3), Mike (3)  -- will bring council to 13 members with new additions
b. Profiles of prospective members were shared and with prayer to the Holy Spirit, four new members were discerned:  Sean Bennett, Joe Mikolay, Annie Shank, Katie Kleber
NEXT MEETING: June 10, party at the rectory
