PARISH COUNCIL AGENDA
NOV 5, 2025
Present: Father Tom, Dcn Rob, Don Clemmer, Dennis Redding, Cynthia Crosby, Stephen Jahrsdoerfer, Tes Sanderlin, Mike O’Neil, Jared Hoy, Gloria Perkins, Matt Smith, Pam Bennett, Katie Eckrich, Cathy Krouse, Tony Hasselschwert, Cheryl Prater

Next St Joseph House dinner sponsored by parish council will be Jan 15. Council members are inclined to donate a dinner rather than prepare it.

1. Beacon Heights visit:  Reviews were very positive from our Oct. 2 visit.  The pastors and assembled parish members were very welcoming, and they had prepared speakers, a liturgy, and a reception for us.  Their food pantry and preschool were impressive.  We learned about their worship traditions and the structure of their denomination.  
a. Possibilities were suggested for our next encounter
i. St John Chrysostom Antiochian Orthodox Church
ii. Temple Achduth Vesholom
iii. No response from Black church communities
iv. Bridge of Grace (nondenominational) 
v. Buddhists? 
vi. Good Shepherd United Methodist Church (just down the road)
2. Building Projects – We have had entirely positive feedback on the notion of building a new structure for funeral luncheons, RCIA and other meetings.  It would be located east of the new rectory.   Fr. Tom will meet with luncheon ladies before getting an architect involved.
3. Wed Coffee and Donuts scheduled for 11/19
4. Bishop’s Appeal – We have made our goal.  There was concern because of the lack of a video this year and also our parish didn’t make phone calls.  (We were told that we were the only parish in the diocese still doing phone calls.)  Much of the solicitation was done through diocesan mailings.
5. Carillon – Our outdoor ringing bells have been out of order for about a year.  We have rigged up a homemade system, but are purchasing a new carillon.  The speakers are misplaced and will be moved.  
6. Interfaith Thanksgiving at Jewish Temple, 7 pm, Tues 11/25 -- Have attended in recent years; wide array of clergy gathered in prayer, followed by reception. Parish council is invited.
7. 50th Anniversary video, Jan 25 – Got a script put together for a video. Josh Schipper going to film and edit.
8. Miscarriage Ministry – Tony H. says they are promoting on Facebook and have given away two boxes. Fr Tom recalls programs, one is called Ava’s Grace (in our ministry’s brochure), focused on prenatal diagnosis, as well as one for miscarriage and infant loss. Fr Tom notes he doesn’t hear about this, so he appreciates this ministry.
9. World Marriage Day Feb 9 – Fast approaching. Fr Tom doesn’t want to replicate Mass and dinner diocese does for milestone couples. Would rather to get more newly married couples together to event. Dinner? Game? Childcare? They need to meet each other as community in the context of this parish. Doesn’t want young couples to feel isolated. Need to reserve a space and pick a day.
10. School/Church security – Now have fulltime security person during school hours. Former police officer. Very visible. Looking to apply film to windows to make them impenetrable to bullets.
11. Christmas book giveaway – Fr Bobby picked out last year’s book. Fr Tom will check on status this year.
12. Rite of Election, Sun, Feb 15 at St Charles – Cathedral event for adults joining the church w/ their sponsors. It’s outgrown the cathedral. Got the call, and first Sunday of Lent it will be hosted at St Charles. 2 pm followed by cookies and punch.
13. Parish Welcome Packet – Our packet is neglected and out of date. Staff in house will attend to it.
14. Diocesan Synod, 2026 – 3 candidates for parish representative (bishop is prioritizing diversity)
Father Tom is one of the priests who will automatically be part of the process. 
a. Parish Point person: Casey Ryan (paperwork etc.)
b. St. Charles prayerful opening
i. 6:30 pm Mass Wed, Jan 28 (regular evening Mass)
ii. With homily, describe point of Synod
iii. Everyone gets a Synod Reflection Booklet
c. St Charles Parish Consultation
i. Sun, Feb 22, 2-3:30 pm. Snow date March 1
ii. Facilitators and notetakers will be recruited and trained (they also will be participating in the Synod discussions)
iii. Eight people per table, from confirmation age on up (priests recently did their own consultation, and it was a fascinating thing)
iv. Opening prayer together, then divide to tables, the closing prayer together. Total evening: 90 minutes
v. Notetakers and timekeepers diocesan training will be Tues, 11/11 at 4 pm
vi. Point person summarizes discussions to give to diocese
vii. Fr Tom will probably put up banner promoting event after Christmas
Other business: Tony H. cites people trying to re-enter gathering space and pulling on doors rather than push. Do we need to label the doors?

Next meeting: Jan 14, 7 pm
